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¾Police in all societies across 

the world are mandated to 

defend the interests of the 

socially dominant groups or 

the ruling -class.

¾Some sections of the police 

might come over to the side 

of the people, but only during 

revolutionary moments when 

the people are demonstrating 

their collective on the stage 

of history as dramatic actors.



¾The most economically and 
socially oppressed members of 
society are normally the ones 
who are on the receiving end 
of police violence.

¾Wretched of the earth: 
racialized, indigenous 
peoples, the working -class, 
self-conscious political rebels, 
etc

¾Tend to break the rules that 
are designed to maintain the 
oppressive conditions



¾Organizing against police 
violence is preferred 
approach and not reactive 
mobilization.

¾The neighbourhood or 
community shall be the 
primary battleground.

¾Undermine peoplesõ 
confidence and belief in 
the(in)justice system by 
exposing the limitations of 
conventional tactics in 
fighting police violence. 



¾Multiple tactics must be 

integrated into the 

programme aimed at 

fighting police violence. 

¾Police violence may be 

used as the entry or 

triggering issue to 

organize around other 

pressing material 

questions in the 

community.





¾When we raise the issue of 
organizing the oppressed, this 
project is centrally focused on 
building the capacity of the 
people to become central 
actors on the stage of history or 
in the drama of emancipation. 
The socially marginalized are 
placed in organizational 
situations where they are 
equipped with the knowledge, 
skills and attitude to work for 
their own freedom and the 
construction of a transformed 
social reality.  



¾ Under the organizing model the 
people are the principal participants 
and decision-makers in the 
organizations and movements that 
are working for social change. 

¾ The people are not seen as entities 
who are so ideologically 
underdeveloped that they need a 
revolutionary vanguard or 
dictatorship to lead them to the 
òNew Jerusalem.ó 

¾ The supreme organizer and humanist 
Ella Baker took the position that the 
masses will figure out the path to 
freedom in her popular assertion, 
"Give people light and they will find 
a way."



¾ The mobilizing or mobilization 
model of struggle seeks to bring the 
people out to support political 
actions that are conceived, 
planned, and executed by 
organizational or movement elite .

¾ The people are, essentially, extras 
in the drama of liberation with the 
leaders as the featured actors. 

¾ The rank and file members or 
participants are without substantive 
voice and initiative. 

¾ In the mainline trade unions of 
today as well as in much of the 
activities of other social 
movements, mobilization is the 
weapon of choice. 



¾ Included in the mobilization model is the spontaneous 
reaction of the oppressed to acts of state domination or 
violence from dominant social actors. For example, in some 
cases of police violence against Afrikans in Canada and the 
United States, the community is mobilized to march or 
demonstrate in protest against the incidents of injustice. 
There will even be the occasional rebellions or uprisings. 
But the passion for justice will predictably disappear in 
short order. The peopleõs attention will be distracted by 
routine, everyday activities until the next killing or episode 
of police brutality .

¾When organizations and movements favour mobilization, it 
is all about bringing the rank and file out to mass actions 
(the spectacles of resistance) such as rallies, 
demonstrations, pickets, strikes, and voter registration 
drives. At the end of the event, the masses are sent back 
home to assume their stance as passive spectators in this 
elite management approach to liberation. The peopleõs will 
is represented by the leaders, because participatory 
democratic practices are not on the organizational menu. 





¾ On August 9, 1988 , 44-year-old Lester 
Donaldson was shot to death in his rooming 
house apartment in Toronto by White police 
officer David Deviney. The killer cop was 
acquitted of any wrongdoing for this shooting 
death. But in 1998, Lester Donaldsonõs killer 
was found guilty of uttering the racist slurs 
"apes" and "f--- ing n----- s" in an internal 
police investigative process, which was 
carried out under the Police Services Act. [8]

¾ In August 1988 , the Black Action Defense 
Committee (BADC) was formed in the wake 
of the killing of Lester Donaldson by killer 
cop David Diveny. Some of the organizationõs 
co-founders were Charles Roach, Sherona
Hall, Dudley Laws, Akua Benjamin and 
Lennox Farrell. BADC went on to become the 
premier police accountability and 
community resistance organization in the 
Toronto region and Ontario. [9]

¾ SOURCE:http:// toronto.mediacoop.ca/blog/ajamu -
nangwaya/18378

http://C:/Documents and Settings/Administrator/My Documents/Policing, Race &amp; Containment/Fact Sheet on Police Violence against the Afrikan Community in Canada Updated July 2013.doc#_ftn8
http://C:/Documents and Settings/Administrator/My Documents/Policing, Race &amp; Containment/Fact Sheet on Police Violence against the Afrikan Community in Canada Updated July 2013.doc#_ftn9
http://toronto.mediacoop.ca/blog/ajamu-nangwaya/18378


¾òWhile blacks make up 8.3 
per cent of Torontoõs 
population, they accounted 
for 25 per cent of the cards 
filled out between 2008 and 
mid-2011. In each of the 
cityõs 72 patrol zones, 
blacks are more likely than 
whites to be stopped and 
carded. The likelihood 
increases in areas that are 
predominantly white .ó

Source: 
http ://www.thestar.com/news/insight/2012/03/09/kn
own_to_police_toronto_police_stop_and_document_bla

ck_and_brown_people_far_more_than_whites.html          




